
As part of the League’s 
continuing leadership in 
fair redistricting and ap-
propriate implementation 
of Amendments 5 and 6, 
more than 100 members 
gave professional and 
substantive public testi-
mony before legislators 

during this summer’s 26 redistricting hearings 
statewide. Beginning June 20 in Tallahassee and 
ending Sept. 1 in Clewiston, members provided 
constructive criticism and proposed improve-
ments to the current redistricting process. 
Hundreds of members rallied in attending the 
hearings, writing letters and op-eds for newspa-
pers, speaking to media outlets, participating in 
community panels and debates, and conducting 
local League redistricting workshops.

The League’s message was consistent: 

The Legislature’s timeline for drawing dis-
tricts is unfair to Florida voters. 
The Legislature’s published plan is to finalize 
district maps at the end of legislative session 
in March 2012. The courts and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice then have more than 90 days to 
review the maps. Under the present timeline, it 
is unlikely that districts will be finally approved 
before the June 8 deadline for candidates to file. 
Due to the likelihood of litigation, districts may 
not be finalized until August, which would mean 
Florida’s maps would be approved later than 
almost every other state. With an Aug. 14 pri-
mary election, this timeline seems impossible to 
meet, which could mean delays in sending ab-
sentee ballots and problems for new candidates.

After the first week of hearings, the League pro-
posed to legislative leaders a sensible timeline 
pursuant to the Florida Constitution in which 
maps are drafted by October and approved by 
the first week of session in mid-January. Sen. 
Don Gaetz and Rep. Will Weatherford, co-
chairs of the Reapportionment Committee, have 
agreed to begin the process with committee 
meetings Sept. 19, but have not yet established 

a new advanced deadline for completion.

The Legislature should not spend public mon-
ey to oppose Fair Districts.
In a direct insult to the 63% of Florida voters 
who approved Amendments 5 and 6 last No-
vember, the Florida House joined a lawsuit filed 
by U.S. Reps. Corrine Brown and Mario Diaz-
Balart asking the court to strike Amendment 6 
from the Florida Constitution. Secretary of State 
Kurt Browning, who headed up the “Nix 5 and 
6” campaign during the 2010 election, is the 
defendant in the case, meaning that Florida tax-
payers are paying to both sue and defend the 
same lawsuit.

The League asked that the Florida House with-
draw from the lawsuit and respect the will of 
the majority of Florida voters. The Legislature 
should be working to uphold the Constitution 
— not spending public money to protect their 
own seats. In an exciting victory for Fair Dis-
tricts, the federal judge hearing the case ruled 
from the bench on Sept. 9 to reject the lawsuit 
and uphold the constitutionality of Amendment 
6. Appeals are expected, so stay tuned!

Where are the maps?
At public hearings in other states, citizens can 
comment on legislatively proposed maps. Dur-
ing Florida’s hearings, not one map drawn by a 
legislator was presented for citizen comment. 
The League was criticized for not submitting 
maps. Although the League drew maps in 2002, 
they were ignored by the Legislature, which 
ultimately drew the gerrymandered districts in 
place now. It is the responsibility of legislators, 
who are paid with taxpayer money, to draw the 
new district maps. They have had the census 
data for more than 5 months. The hearings had 
the potential to be productive if only legislatively 
drawn maps had been presented for public dis-
cussion and input.

As this process continues,  the League will con-
tinue its role as watchdog of redistricting and 
insist that the Legislature get to work to prevent 
chaos and confusion in the 2012 election!
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Dear League Supporters,

Evening galas, Cuban 
excursions, horseback 
safaris, fun, friends 
and good government: 
you and your Florida 
League have been on a 
whirlwind tour this year 
already! But make no 

mistake, 2011 has been a pivotal year for 
the League in our impact.

We are leading the charge against the new 
elections law, which imposes harsh re-
strictions on early voting, address changes 
at the polls and voter registration groups 
like the League. After staunchly opposing 
HB 1355 during legislative session and 
helping to encourage 16,000 Floridians to 
contact Gov. Rick Scott, urging him to veto 
the bill (which he did not), the League has 
continued to work closely with the Brennan 
Center for Justice to combat the law. Stay 
tuned as we continue this effort on behalf of 
Florida voters.

Our new educational program League Uni-
versity will hold its inaugural event in Jack-
sonville in October. The workshop series 
will offer specialized training to help young 
professionals develop community leader-
ship skills to either run for office or become 
more effective citizen advocates. Visit our 
website for more information.

In an effort to serve you better, we are devel-
oping a new and improved website to pro-
vide information and resources to members 
and the public through a more user-friendly, 
fun and interactive forum. Look out for the  
site launch at www.TheFloridaVoter.org!

Many more events, educational and advo-
cacy opportunities, and advances in League 
impact are coming up as we prepare to 
educate and energize Florida citizens for the 
2012 elections. The future of Florida is at 
stake, and in the words of Susan B. Antho-
ny, “Failure is impossible.” Thank you for 
your commitment!

League Continues Fight for Fair Redistricting
By Pam Goodman, LWVF First Vice President and Fair Districts Chair

Have Fun While You Change the World!

Deirdre Macnab

In League,
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As you know, Florida will have three elections in 2012: the presi-
dential preference primary in the spring, the August 14 primary and 
the November 6 general election. This will be a banner year for lo-
cal League Voter Service Committees as we produce local electronic 
voter guides, distribute our Special Edition Voter Guide, conduct can-
didate and public forums, and develop our Speakers Bureaus.

Taking the first step, the League is working on an aggressive state-
wide awareness campaign to encourage all Florida voters to update 
their registration this year. Regardless of the new elections law’s re-
quirements, all voters should update their records for possible name 
changes, address changes, signature verification and 
renewal of requests for mail-in ballots. With a launch 
planned for October, the League’s message is: Ready, 
Set, Vote, Florida!

The guidelines for hosting League candidate forums 
follow an important protocol designed to protect our 
91-year history of fairness and nonpartisanship. LWV 
Broward County’s Carol Smith will serve as our point person for re-
viewing existing guidelines and anticipating your questions as you 
evaluate your League’s role in upcoming local debates. What is our 
protocol for an “empty-chair” debate? What FCC guidelines must be 
followed for a televised debate? Look for Carol’s article in the next 
issue of The Florida Voter. In the meantime, we will hold a Voter Ser-
vice conference call on candidate debates this fall, and LWVUS plans 

to host a webinar on debate moderating in 
October. Check it out!

The August 14 primary, with a date dictated 
by the new elections law, will be the earliest 
primary in Florida’s history. The candidate 
qualifying period for this election will fall be-
tween June 4-8, 2012. The primary will be 
the first election that recognizes the new dis-
trict lines resulting from implementation of 
Fair Districts Amendments 5 and 6. The Florida League hopes that our 

local Leagues will have the volunteer power to produce 
electronic voter guides for primary races. Voters will 
value them as a reliable and trusted source for new dis-
tricts and new candidates. Please begin to think about 
your rapid response team.

We are proud to announce that the Florida Bar Asso-
ciation’s FLAME is considering providing the Special 

Edition Voter with profiles of judges running for statewide office. 
FLAME has underwritten the voter guide in the past with generous 
contributions. We are delighted that FLAME is on board to provide 
citizens with specific information that often stumps even the most 
diligent super-voter. Former LWVF Voter Service Chair Pat Drago will 
continue to oversee our Special Edition Voter project, one of the most 
respected products the Florida League has produced.

By Charley Williams, LWVF Voter Service Chair
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Voter Service Team Gearing Up for 2012

News & Notes

The 2011 Legislative Seminar and Convention 
held in Tallahassee in March was a smash hit. 

Attendees advocated for League issues, elected 
new Board members, passed the budget and 

set program items for 2011-2012. Included was 
the first annual Old Capitol Gala featuring
 Mrs. Grace Nelson, Sen. Evelyn Lynn and 
LWVUS President Elisabeth MacNamara. 

In February and March, the League sent two 
delegations to Cuba as part of the Sisters Across 
the Straits program. The trip, led by former state 
Rep. and LWVF Director Annie Betancourt, is an 
important step toward improving relations and 
building partnerships with the Cuban people. 

Future trips are scheduled for October and Febru-
ary and are open to League members.

Ready, 
Set, Vote, 
Florida!

Sisters Across the Straits

A warm welcome to the newest member of 
the Florida League family: LWV Wakulla! 
Officially recognized by the state Board 

in May, the new Wakulla MAL Unit held a 
Riverside Reception in Crawfordville in June 

to celebrate its establishment.

New Wakulla League

2011 Legislative Seminar 
and Convention

League members willing to volunteer in 
our statewide Speakers Bureau are in 
great demand! Using skills perfected in 
their professional lives or attained through experience and training, 
speakers are provided with material and presentation guidelines. 

This year, our members have been guest speakers at hundreds 
of engagements with organizations including Tiger Bay Clubs, 
Brandeis University, Florida Retired Educators Association, Cham-
bers of Commerce, Kiwanis Clubs, Rotary Clubs, and community 
and residential groups. With audiences of 20 to 200, our nonpar-
tisan speakers educate citizens on state and local issues, including 

ballot amendments, legislative session updates, health care, Florida 
tax policy and TABOR, redistricting, elections law, and local govern-
ment topics of interest. This fall, the League will begin a health care 
reform seminar series throughout the state. 

If you know an organization that could benefit from one of our speak-
ing engagements OR if you are a League member who would like to 
volunteer for the Speakers Bureau, please contact LWVF Speakers 
Bureau Chair Pam Goodman at pamelasgoodman@aol.com.

Speakers Bureau: Let’s Talk About It



DIAMOND ($1,000+)
LWV Collier County
Sarasota Classified   	
  Teachers Association

PLATINUM ($500+)
Pat & Arnie Drago
Larry Polivka

GOLD ($250+)
Charlotte Anderson
Cowles Charitable Trust
LWV Miami-Dade County
LWV Pensacola Bay Area
Ellen Sanders Galkin

SILVER ($100+)
Shirley Baer
Marilyn Balkany
June Bedford
Beatrice Belous
Faye T. Browning
Laurette M. Bryan
Phyllis Carey
Sue A. Dahmus
Jeannette Deptula
Caroline Emmons-
Schramm
Judy Freeman
Betty Gissendanner
Virginia F. Howie
Fern Hurt
Alwyn N. Johnson
Adrienne S. Kaltman
Carol Lawrence
Annie Lett
Hestor M. Lindberg
Wendy Lord
Deirdre & Craig Macnab
James T. Maguire
Suzanne Mather
Janet R. McAliley
Charles R. McClure
Connie C. McEvoy
Eileen Norrington
Scott & Esther Pursell
Joan Pynes
Colleen S.W. Rand

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L.  
Roth
Wunhild Ryschke-
witsch
Dr. Frank A. Sansone & 
Dr. Gail E. Honea
Pat  Southward
LWV St. Petersburg Area
Barbara Stampfl
Virginia Tarika
Eleanor Weinstock
Gary N. Weissman
Marilynn Wills

BRONZE ($50+)
Sally Banwart
Sharon Becker
Irene S. Bembry
Burnett Bloodworth
Janet Whitman Bradley
Janet W. Broderson
Lynda M. Bucciarelli
Susan Bucher
Connie Caldwell
Mickey Castor
Cynthia F. Clements
Mary Margaret Conway
Charlotte Crane
Anne Dahling-Jiovanazzo
Jeanne G. Davis
Ann Dawson
Rod & Jeannette Debs
Annette DeLisle
Peggy L. Ekberg
Vivian J. Faircloth
Marion Freund
Dora M. Furr
Mary S. Gilroy
Marilyn W. Grant
Ruby L. Grant
Fannie R. Griffin
Audrey J. Grill
Betty Gustafson
Marilyn Lowe Hairston
Margaret Henderson
Sanna Henderson
Brian Henties
Jane K. Holland

Nancy Israelson
Jeanne L. Jeffs
Rosella Kelley
Barbara Kerwin
Teresa Lianzi
Cynthia McCauley
Corinne Miller
Jo Patterson
Beatrice C. Perkins
Sandra & Eugene Pettis
Justine F. Postal
Gloria W. Priest
Peggy Ramsey
Elaine Reinstein
Sara Robertson
Frances Salerno
Joyce  Salomon
Irene Z. Seely
Emily M. Seydel
Rosalie Shaffer
Martha T. Shannon
Marie C. Shively
Joanne N. Shrewsbury
Annice Silberberg
Shirley Sokolsky
Barbara Spragg
Kathy Stern
Penny Taylor
Edythe T. Tebbs
John & Catherine Teti
Mrs. Bruce W. Thayer
Kathe D. Thompson
Margaret H.  Upton
Lani Van Petten
Patricia Vander Schaaf
Elaine F. Via
Elaine Villafana
Laurie Wack
H. Joan Waitkevicz
Carol Weissert
Kathryn M. Welsh
Dianne S. Wheatley-
Giliotti
Barbara L. Williams
Elinor Williams
Kathryn R. Williams
Karen S. Willis
Mary K. Winn

Norma Wood

DONORS
Eva D. Abramczyk
Mary L. Allen
Rex D. Alves
Ruth Bernstein
Hermine Bindelglass
Margaret Bivin
Ilse M. Blunt
Joan R. Borders
Phoebe H. Bowers
Martha Bradshaw
Maurine Butler
Gwynne Chesher
Karen Coale
Barbara Cohn
Barbara G. Correll
Christina Crotty
Catherine H. Dadabo
Jean Dailey
Jill D. Dillon
Maureen Dinnen
Mary L. Dixie
Jack Donovan
Hinda Elwyn
Barbara Eriv
Patricia Eshom
Annette Evans
Mary Ellen Fey
Eileen B. Flomenhoft
J. T. Frankenberger
Patricia Gadbaw
Betty Gissendanner
Eleanor Glovinsky
Helen A. Goldenberg
Lavonne Grayson
Sharyn Harris
Harold C. Haskins
Florence Hellinger
Diann H. Hildreth
Beverly Hill
Sondra Modell Hirsch
Wynne M. Huebner
Gloria Hunt
Elizabeth Jefferies
Dolores Jonas
Susanne Kapp

Joan Karp
Viola Keskinen
Joseph C. Kraus
Jean Lawton
Jacqueline Levine
Phyllis Locke
Martha Lou Luce
Beverly Magee
Joseph T. Maier
Lillian Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Mayo
Doris McDonald
Marcia McDonough
Judith Meissner
Peter Mendoza
Georgianna Miles
Dean Mimms
Robin Nadeau
Carmen Nelson
Jutta Ostapoff
Victor Pascale
Barbara J. Perkins
Benjamin J. Pernick
Elizabeth Powers
Mary J. Powers
Rita J. Proulx
Jane C. Roberts
Irene Rodriguez
Lois C. Rogers-Watson
Katie Ross
Ronald H. Saff
Irma S. Samek
Elaine Schepps
Nathalie Schnier
Jean Scott
Gerda Shay
Peggy Sheldon
Floyd K. Shirk
Lynne Siegfried
Susan Small
Jay R. Sternberg
Lori Summers
Nancy Tait
Alfred Usack
Martha Vinick
Wilma Vogt
Deirdre Whelan
Karen Wilkerson

DIAMOND ($1,000+)
Helen S. & Merrill L. Bank  
  Foundation
Philip & Andrea Kobrin
Ted & Trudy Winsberg

PLATINUM ($500+)
Jeanne S. Homer

GOLD ($250+)
Sheilah M. Crowley
Alice Finst
Gonzalee Ford
Jerry & Kathryn Kidder
Deirdre & Craig Macnab
Doris J. Partridge
Deana L. Schott
Kathe D. Thompson

SILVER ($100+)
Shirley Baer
June Bedford
Evelyn Bender
Catherine Bidgood
Tom Brannin
Ann R. Campbell
Phyllis H. Carey
Karen Coale
Laura R. Cook
Amanda Day
Martha F. Donald
Pat & Arnie Drago
Mary Lou Eitzman
Lydia Galton
Sarah Goodwin
Virginia F. Howie
Elizabeth Kozumplik
Christiana Leonard
Maria Levitt
Michele Levy
Wendy Lord
Linda Lovett
Paula Madsen
James T. Maguire
Nora A. Manahan

Janet R. McAliley
Connie C. McEvoy
Kay O. McKenna
Mimi Mendelson
Patricia Moberg
Kenneth F. Murrah
Beatrice C. Perkins
Frances S. Pignone
Sue Schulze
Suzanne S. Schulze
Greg & Valerie Seidel
Nancy Sever
Susan K. Simasek
Pat Southward
Sarah Sprinkel
Erika A. Wells
Mary A. White
JoDee Wilfong
Marilynn Wills
Maxine Zadek

BRONZE ($50+)
Winfield S. Adams
Rosalie Bandyopadhyay
Charlotte K. Blitt
Linda Carpenter
Norene O. Chase
Judith C. Darby
Gloria Dawson
Pablo del Real
Victoria DiNardo
Gayle B. Duch
Lenore Emmer
Leslie B. Feinberg
Raymond Fields
Roberta Foote
Ellen Sanders Galkin
Maureen G. Gragg
Marilyn Lowe Hairston
Marjorie Head
Janice L. Hervieux
Dr. Ann Higgins
Deedra Hunter
Helen H. Johnson
Nancy Lee Kennedy

Florence Kennedy
Catherine W. Kerns
James Knapp
Shirley Knox
Marion L. Kulaas
Alice Landstra
Terry L. Lianzi
Linda Lombana
Elizabeth B. Mann
John Mason
Maddy Mayor
Patricia B. Moll
Richard L. Myerson
Carmen I. Nelson
Elizabeth C. Pines
Colleen S.W. Rand
Anna Ridolfo
Cecile Rivel
Sally Robinson
Mary Louise Rohrer
Janice Rose
Mrs. Myron E. Rosenfeld
Mildred M. Schindler
Susan  Schneider
Barbara S. Scott
Frances L. Sharpless
Joanne N. Shrewsbury
Jean E. Siegfried
Ruth H. Simon
Gaye & Ted Smith
Lorraine L. Spivey
LWV St. Petersburg Area
Betty Anne Staton
Virginia Tarika
Dixie Tate
Edythe T. Tebbs
Geraldine Thompson
Frances Van Horn
Lynda S. Van Scoyoc
Wendy West
Charles Williams
Phyllis Zissman

DONORS
Miriam P. Birdwhistell

Joan Borders
Phoebe H. Bowers
Mildred K. Boyer
Elizabeth S. Brody
Judy Burget
Pat Burkett
Mary Ann Clark
Virginia B. Corkran
Elizabeth J. Costa
Anita L. Davis
Sue Dudley
Jeanne Earnest
Anna Eskamani
Patricia Gill
Betty Gissendanner
Esther Goldstein
Alice Gridley
Sanna Henderson
Beverly Hill
Jane Holland
Anne Lett
Doris O. Lindsay
Joseph T. Maier
Barbara Marx
Gwen C. Murphree
Ruth Nachbar
Robin E. Nadeau
Barbara J. Perkins
Joan Pilchik
Jean Robinson
Katie Ross
Irene B. Rubenstein
Dorothy Rubin
Janice D. Rubino
Joyce Salomon
Nathalie Schnier
Gerda Shay
Jamie Shepard
Beverly M. Sherman
Elaine Sloves
Carolyn H. Smith
Vicki Waters
Elinor Williams
Cynthia G. Williams
Ann Yingling
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Your tax-deductible contribution to the Educa-
tion Fund supports our nonpartisan education 

activities, including voter service programs, 
conferences and seminars, publications and 
resources, and assistance to local Leagues. 

Your contribution to the Advocacy Fund 
supports engaging a professional lobbyist 

to represent and advocate League program 
priorities to the Florida Legislature and 

Administration. The strength of the League’s 
voice at the Capitol depends on finances. 

Give today! Donations to either fund can be 
made by credit card at TheFloridaVoter.org or 

sent to 540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301.

Thank you to our...
2011 Old Capitol 
Gala Sponsors

PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Indianhead 
Wind 

Quintet

Advocacy Fund Donors
February 1, 2011 - August 31, 2011

Education Fund Donors
February 1, 2011 - August 31, 2011
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INSIDE this issue of THE VOTER

Look out for a new 

and improved 

TheFloridaVoter.org 

launching 

in October!
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By including the League of Women Voters of Florida in your estate plans, you can help 
us continue our efforts to make democracy work for generations of citizens to come. 
The League will invest your bequest gift in the work you care most about, whether it’s 
voter service and education, good government advocacy, or both. Consider including 
the League in your will, trust, insurance policy, retirement plan, or direct gift planning. 
Florida’s future voters will appreciate it.

To include the League as a benefi ciary of a will or trust, use the following language: “I 
give, devise, and bequeath to the League of Women Voters of Florida [Education Fund], 
a charitable organization formed in the state of Florida, with offi ces at 540 Beverly Court, 
Tallahassee, FL, 32301, [the sum of $___ ] OR [___ percentage of my residuary estate].”

For more information, contact:
(850) 224-2545

LWVFExecutiveDirector@gmail.com

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FLORIDA
540 Beverly Court
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 224-2545
TheFloridaVoter.org

SAVE the DATES
October 1: League University in Jacksonville

October 10-16: Sisters Across the Straits 
Delegation Visit to Cuba

November 5-6: Forever Florida Horseback 
Safari in Kissimmee

November 11: Politicos in Paradise in Palm 
Beach County

February 2012: Sisters Across the Straits 
Delegation Visit to Cuba

February 21-23, 2012: Legislative Seminar 
including Old Capitol Gala in Tallahassee

May 11-12, 2012: Council of Leaders in Tampa

For more information about upcoming events, please 
contact the state office or visit TheFloridaVoter.org.


